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Sir  Arthur Conan Doyle’s  
The Hound of  the Baskervi l les  & Other Stories 

Study Guide 
 

Chapter 1 
1. What does the discussion of the walking stick reveal about the relationship 

between Sherlock Holmes and Dr. Watson? 
2. What possible reasons might Doyle have for beginning the story with the 

discussion of the walking stick? 
3. What six steps comprise Sherlock Holmes’ “scientific method?” 
4. Are Holmes’ conclusions about Dr. James Mortimer correct?  What is Dr. 

Mortimer’s strange hobby? 
5. When Dr. Mortimer tells Holmes that he has come to see him because he is “the 

second highest expert in Europe,” how does Holmes react?  What does this 
reaction reveal about Holmes? 

 
Chapter 2 

1. Why does Dr. Mortimer come to see Sherlock Holmes? 
2. What is the content of the manuscript presented by Dr. Mortimer?  Why was the 

manuscript written? 
3. According to the legend, what is the origin of the Hound of Baskervilles? 
4. What literary device is used by Doyle when he writes, “It chanced that some time 

later Hugo left his guests to carry food and drink, with other worse things, 
perchance, to his captive, and so found the cage empty and the bird escaped?”  

5. What warning does the manuscript give to future Baskervilles? 
6. How does Holmes react to the legend?  What does this reaction tell the reader 

about Holmes? 
7. What about the area around Sir Charles’ body makes Dr. Mortimer think that the 

legend may be true? 
 
Chapter 3 

1. What are the possible points of entry to the Yew Alley in which Sir Charles’ body 
was discovered? 

2. How is Dr. Mortimer able to conclude that Sir Charles had stopped and waited at 
the moor-gate before he died? 

3. Dr. Mortimer suggests that at first he was not going to call Sherlock Holmes to 
investigate.  What reason does he give for not calling the detective?  Hwy does he 
call on Holmes anyway? 

4. What does Dr. Mortimer tell Holmes about Rodger Baskerville, the other 
potential heir? 

5. How does Holmes explain the change in the appearance of Sir Charles’ footprints 
on the path? 
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Chapter 4 
1. Describe the letter that Sir Henry receives at the hotel in London? 
2. What explanation does Holmes offer for the word moor being written in ink? 
3. What is Sir Henry’s reaction to hearing the legend of the Hound of Baskervilles? 
4. What is Sir Henry’s reaction the idea of not going to Baskerville Hall? 
5. Why do Holmes and Watson follow Dr. Mortimer and Sir Henry? What happens 

on the street? 
 
Chapter 5 

1. How does Holmes determine that the spy is not staying at the same hotel as Sir 
Henry? 

2. Why is Sir Henry angry when Holmes and Watson arrive at the hotel? 
3. What leads Holmes to suspect that the butler at Baskerville Hall, Barrymore, 

could be a suspect in the death or Sir Charles? 
4. How does Holmes determine that Barrymore is not the spy in London? 
5. What reason does Holmes give for not going to Baskerville Hall? 
6. When Holmes hears the name of the bearded man from the cabman, what is his 

reaction? 
 
Chapter 6 

1. What instructions does Sherlock Holmes give Watson as Watson is leaving for 
Baskerville Hall?  What do these instructions imply about the relationship 
between Holmes and Watson? 

2. How does the setting change as Watson, Sir Henry, and Dr. Mortimer travel to 
Baskerville Hall? 

3. How does the author use tone to set the moor apart from the surrounding 
countryside? 

4. Why is the soldier patrolling the moor?  How is this example of foreshadowing? 
5. What is Sir Henry’s first impression of Baskerville Hall? 
6. What are the Barrymores’ plans now that Sir Charles is gone? 

 
Chapter 7 

1. What does Watson hear in the night?  What happens when he asks Barrymore 
about the sound? 

2. Why does Watson visit the Grimpen postmaster?  What does he discover from 
this meeting? 

3. Who does Watson meet on his way back from seeing the postmaster? 
4. Describe the sound Watson hears as he is walking with Stapleton.  What does 

Stapleton say that the sound is? 
5. What does Miss Stapleton say to Watson?  What mistake does she make when she 

first speaks to him? 
6. What does Stapleton tell Watson that he did before coming to Devonshire? 
7. Who meets up with Watson after he leaves the Stapleton’s house?  Why do you 

think Miss Stapleton tells Watson to disregard her earlier warning? 
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Chapter 8  
1. Why can this chapter be called an epistolary one? 
2. Near the beginning of the chapter, Watson writes, “the longer one stays here the 

more does the spirit of the moor sink into one’s soul.” What literary device does 
the author use? 

3. What is Stapleton’s reaction to the fact that Sir Henry and Miss Stapleton may be 
attracted to each other? 

4. Who is Mr. Frankland?  How does Watson describe him? 
5. After reading about Mr. Frankland’s lawsuits, why do you think that the author 

decided to call his house Lafter Hall? 
6. What happens to make Watson even more suspicious of Barrymore? 

 
Chapter 9 

1. How does Stapleton react when Sir Henry proposes marriage to his sister? 
2. What explanation does Stapleton offer for his behavior? 
3. What is unique about the window from which Barrymore was looking?  What is 

the Watson’s theory as to shy Barrymore chose this window? 
4. When Watson tells Sir Henry about Barrymore, what dies Sir Henry suggest?  Is 

their plan successful? 
5. How does Barrymore react when he is confronted by Watson and Sir Henry? 
6. How do Watson and Sir Henry find out whom Barrymore is signaling at the 

window? 
7. What happens to frighten Sir Henry when they are pursuing Selden? 
8. What does Watson see on the moor after Selden escapes? 

 
Chapter 10 

1. Why does Barrymore confront Sir Henry?  How is the situation resolved? 
2. What important piece of information dies Barrymore reveal to Watson and Sir 

Henry regarding Sir Charles death?  Where did Barrymore get the information? 
3. Why did Barrymore not say anything during the inquest? 
4. According to the information given to Watson by Dr. Mortimer, who is Laura 

Lyons? 
5. What does Barrymore tell Watson about the mysterious man on the moor? 

 
Chapter 11 

1. What was Laura Lyons’ reason for meeting with Sir Charles on the night of his 
death? 

2. Why does Laura Lyons not keep her appointment with Sir Charles? 
3. Why does Frankland invite Watson to celebrate with him? 
4. What information does Frankland say he is withholding from the authorities? 
5. Describe what Frankland sees on the moor that convinces him that the convict is s 

till out there.  Why does this interest Watson? 
6. What surprising discovery does Watson make about the man on the moor? 
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Chapter 12 
1. What is Watson’s reaction when he discovers that Holmes has been secretly living 

on the moor? 
2. What reason does Holmes give Watson for keeping his presence on the moor a 

secret from everyone, including Watson? 
3. In his reports, what key piece of information does Watson relate regarding 

Stapleton? 
4. What other information does Holmes disclose to Watson in regard to Stapleton? 
5. Why do Watson and Holmes initially assume that Selden’s body is that of Sir 

Henry? 
6. What does Stapleton say brought him out of the moor? 

 
Chapter 13 

1. Why does Holmes resist Watson’s desire to arrest Stapleton right away? 
2. What does Holmes notice at Baskerville Hall that helps him understand 

Stapleton’s motive? 
3. What does Holmes ask Sir Henry to do in order to help with the investigation? 
4. What is behind Holmes’ decision to return to London? 
5. Who do Holmes and Watson visit in Coombe Tracey?  Why does this person 

agree to cooperate with Holmes? 
6. Why did Laura Lyons keep her scheduled meeting with Sir Charles a secret from 

the police? 
7. Who meets Holmes and Watson in Coombe Tracey?  What does he bring? 

 
Chapter 14 

1. What does Watson describe as one of Holmes’ major defects? 
2. What does Watson see when he looks in the window at Merripit House? 
3. What does Holmes say is “the one thing upon earth which could have disarranged 

my plans.”?  
4. Describe the hound.  How do the men react when they see it? 
5. What does Stapleton do to make the hound even more frightening? 
6. Describe what the men find in the locked bathroom at Merripit House. 
7. What do Watson and Holmes find in the Grimpen Mire?  What do they assume 

about Stapleton’s fate? 
 
Chapter 15 

1. Who was Stapleton?  Why did no one know that he was a Baskerville? 
2. Who was the spy with the black beard that Holmes and Watson saw in London? 
3. Who wrote the letter that Sir Henry received in London warning him to avoid the 

moor? 
4. Why did Stapleton have a second boot taken from Sir Henry at the hotel? 
5. Why can this chapter be described as a denouement? 
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Essay  Topics 
 

For each of these, remember to go beyond mere plot summary and argue a point. 
 

1. How does Doyle use mood, setting, and tone to make the novel more interesting? 
 
2. Are the characters in The Hound of Baskervilles round or flat?  Give examples to 

support your argument. 
 

3. What is the social class of the characters in this story?  What can you tell about 
Doyle’s attitude toward the social class issues of his day? 

 
4. Explain why Doyle’s series of mystery novels featuring Sherlock Holmes stand 

out from all other mystery novels and have become classic works of literature. 
 

5. Discuss how Sherlock Holmes’s manner of solving problems has become a 
literary cliché. 

 
6. How is Doyle’s attitude toward superstition and legend demonstrated through the 

characters and events in the novel? 
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“A Scandal in  Bohemia” 
 

"A Scandal in Bohemia" was the first of Arthur Conan Doyle's 56 Sherlock Holmes short 
stories to be published in The Strand Magazine and the first Sherlock Holmes story 
illustrated by Sidney Paget. (Two of the four Sherlock Holmes novels—A Study in Scarlet 
and The Sign of the Four—preceded the short story cycle.) 
 
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/d/doyle/arthur_conan/d75ad/chapter1.html 
 
1. Who is “the woman” and how does Sherlock Holmes view her? 
2. How does the narrator describe Holmes? 
3. Why has the narrator seen little of Holmes lately? 
4. What serious problem does Holmes have? 
5. What is the narrator’s background, and how does the reader learn his name? 
6. What is the time setting when the story begins? 
7. Holmes surprises Watson with shrewd observations about his weight and attire. 

What is the point of this exchange? How does this exchange establish Watson’s role? 
8. What does Watson mean when he says that Holmes might “have been burned” if he 

had lived in earlier times?  
9. According to Holmes, why is Watson unable to make the same deductions as the 

detective? 
10. Holmes guides Watson to make certain deductions about the note before their visitor 

arrives. What are these deductions? 
11. The visitor introduces himself as Count Von Kramm. How does Holmes deduct that 

the Count is actually the King of Bohemia? 
12. What is the nature of the King’s problem? 
13. What does Holmes learn when he observes Irene Adler’s residence and talks with her 

servants? How does Holmes disguise himself? 
14. What unexpected event takes place when Holmes is watching the house? 
15. What is Holmes’ plan for recovering the photograph? 
16. What is the result of Holmes’ plan? 
17. What curious incident occurs when Holmes and Watson return to Baker Street? 
18. Holmes plans to have the King accompany him to Miss Adler’s house to retrieve the 

photograph. What does this action suggest about Holmes’ character? 
19. What does Holmes find when he takes the King to Miss Adler’s house? 
20. Is the King satisfied with the case? 
21. What is Holmes’ error in this case? Give examples to support your reply. 
22. What does Holmes request for payment and why? 
23. What reason does the King give for not marrying Irene Adler in the first place? 

Explain Holmes’ response to the King’s statement. 
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“The Adventure of  the Speckled Band” 
"The Adventure of the Speckled Band" is one of the 56 short Sherlock Holmes stories 
written by Scottish author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. The story was first published in The 
Strand Magazine in February 1892, with illustrations by Sidney Paget. Doyle later revealed 
that he thought this was his best Holmes story. 
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/d/doyle/arthur_conan/d75ad/chapter8.html 
 
1. According to Watson, what type of cases does Holmes select, and why? 
2. What is Dr. Roylott’s background? 
3. What does Helen Stoner tell Holmes about herself? 
4. What mysterious conversation did Helen and Julia have on the night of Julia’s death? 
5. What pets does Helen tell Holmes about? How do these pets affect Helen’s 

behavior? 
6. What other inhabitants of the manor does Helen discuss? 
7. How does Helen characterize Dr. Roylott’s mental status? 
8. Describe the events that took place on the night that Julia Stoner died, including her 

dying words? 
9. Julia’s death was thoroughly investigated. Why was the investigation so thorough, 

and what was the conclusion? 
10. What developments have occurred in Helen’s life since Julia’s death? 
11. Holmes, after agreeing to travel to Stoke Moran, points out that she is keeping some 

important information from him. What is it? 
12. Who visits Holmes after Helen Stoner leaves? Describe the visitor and his behavior. 
13. What is Holmes’ reaction to Dr. Roylott? 
14. Before departing, Holmes says to Watson, “I should be very much obliged if you 

would slip your revolver into your pocket. An Eley’s No. 2 is an excellent argument 
with gentlemen who can twist steel pokers into knots.” What does Holmes mean? 

15. Watson describes the day as he and Holmes travel to Stoke Moran. How does this 
imagery contrast the task at hand? 

16. In describing Stoke Moran, Watson uses a simile to convey its appearance. Explain 
the simile and how it affects the mood of the story. 

17. What unusual features does Holmes observe when he studies Helen Stoner’s room, 
the same room in which her sister died? 

18. What does Holmes find when he inspects Dr. Roylott’s room? 
19. What is Holmes’ plan for the night?   
20. What scare do Holmes and Watson encounter on their way back to Stoke Moran in 

the dark? 
21. Describe what Holmes and Watson see and do in the darkness of Miss Stoner’s 

bedroom. 
22. What do Holmes and Watson encounter in Dr. Roylott’s room? 
23. What is the speckled band? 
24. How did Dr. Roylott use the snake to kill Julia? 
25. How does Holmes feel about Dr. Roylott’s death and his involvement in the 

situation? 
26. Helen Stoner mentioned that gypsies were on the property when her sister died, but 

they were not involved in the crime. Why are they in the story at all? 
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“The Red Headed League” 
 

"The Red-Headed League" is one of the 56 Sherlock Holmes short stories written by 
Arthur Conan Doyle. It first appeared in The Strand Magazine in August 1891, with 
illustrations by Sidney Paget. Conan Doyle ranked "The Red-Headed League" second in 
his list of his twelve favorite Holmes stories.  
 
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/d/doyle/arthur_conan/d75ad/chapter2.html 
 
1. Holmes explains, “For strange effects and extraordinary combinations we must go to 

life itself, which is always far more daring than any effort of the imagination.” Why 
is this comment ironic? 

2. Watson studies the client’s clothing in an effort to determine more about him, but 
decides that the client is a common British businessman or shopkeeper. Holmes, 
however, astounds Watson by deducing a number of things about the client, Mr. 
Jabez Wilson. What does Holmes deduce, and how? 

3. Mr. Wilson’s assistant, Vincent Spaulding, has two peculiarities. What are they? 
4. Mr.Wilson explains that Mr. Spaulding frequently dives “into the cellar like a rabbit 

into its hole.” What figure of speech is used to describe Mr. Spaulding’s habit? 
5. How does Mr. Wilson learn about the Red-Headed League? 
6. What are Mr. Wilson’s duties as a member of the Red-Headed League? Why is the 

job suspicious? 
7. Mr. Wilson consults Sherlock Holmes after he finds the Red-Headed League’s office 

closed. What does Mr. Wilson decide about the League? 
8. What is Holmes’ reaction to the physical description of Mr. Spaulding? 
9. List as many clues from the story as you can. 
10.  Why does Holmes enlist detectives from Scotland Yard when he thinks that no 

crime has been committed? 
11. Who is Mr. Merryweather? 
12. What do the thieves attempt to steal? How is the robbery stopped? 
13. What is unusual about John Clay’s social status? 
14. At the end of the story, Watson, in his role as a foil to Holmes, asks questions that 

allow Holmes to explain his thought process. Why does Conan Doyle write the end 
of the story in this manner? 
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“The Adventure of  the Final Problem” 
 
"The Final Problem" is a short story by Arthur Conan Doyle, featuring his detective 
character Sherlock Holmes. It was first published in The Strand Magazine in December 
1893. Conan Doyle later ranked "The Adventure of the Final Problem" fourth on his 
personal list of the twelve best Holmes stories. This story, set in 1891, introduces Holmes' 
greatest opponent, the criminal mastermind Professor Moriarty. 
 
http://ebooks.adelaide.edu.au/d/doyle/arthur_conan/d75me/chapter11.html 
 
1. Both the title of the story and the tone of the opening paragraph make it clear that 

Sherlock Holmes is no longer practicing as a detective. How is this confirmed? 
2. How does Holmes behave when he arrives at Watson’s consulting-room in April 

1891? 
3. Holmes’ behavior may be considered paranoid, but Watson is only concerned for 

Holmes’ physical safety and is not alarmed about his emotional state. Why? 
4. Who is Professor Moriarty? 
5. Have Holmes and Moriarty actually met? 
6. What happens after Moriarty leaves Holmes? 
7. What invitation does Holmes extend to Watson? 
8. Watson boards the train after following Holmes’ detailed directions. Whom does 

Watson find in his compartment, and whom do they see? 
9. What is Moriarty’s plan after he is unable to get the train to stop for him? 
10. What is Holmes’ response to Moriarty’s continued pursuit? 
11. How do Monday’s events make Moriarty even more dangerous? 
12. From the Englischer Hof, their hotel in Meiringen, Holmes and Watson set out on a 

hike to another village. The hotel owner recommends that they detour to see the 
Reichenbach Falls. How do the falls enhance the drama of the story? 

13. What message do Holmes and Watson receive at the falls? 
14. Why does Watson leave Holmes alone? 
15. Describe the foreshadowing that appears in Watson’s story. 
16. Watson misses an additional clue to Holmes’ danger. What was it? 
17. How does Watson learn that he has been fooled? 
18. What does Watson find when he returns to the falls? 
19. What does Holmes tell Watson in the note? 
20. What does Watson do after he reads the note? 
21. Why does Watson write this account, and how does he summarize Holmes? 
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Essay Topics 

 
1. Holmes’ plan for solving the case in “A Scandal in Bohemia” revolves around his 

perception of women. Discuss how his perception both helps and limits him. 
Compare and contrast Holmes’ viewpoint of Miss Adler and Miss Helen Stoner in 
“The Adventures of the Speckled Band.” 

 
2. In “The Red-Headed League,” the criminal John Clay is said to have royal blood, as 

did the King of Bohemia. Discuss how their perception of themselves as royalty 
affects their behavior and outlook on life. Comment on whether these characters 
allow the reader to infer anything about Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s attitude toward 
royalty. 

 
3. In “The Red-Headed League,” Conan Doyle uses two parallel scenes to display the 

brilliance of his detective. Consider Holmes’ deductions concerning his client, Mr. 
Wilson, in the first of these scenes, and his conclusions about the crime as explained 
at the end of the story. Discuss how the use of these parallel scenes prepares the 
reader to understand Holmes’ methods, allows the reader to spot clues in the story, 
and emphasizes Holmes’ abilities at the end. 

 
4. Social class has been an important element is British society. Discuss attitudes 

toward members of different social classes as revealed in “A Scandal in Bohemia” 
and “The Adventure of the Speckled Band.” 

 
5. Watson serves as a foil in each of Conan Doyle’s stories. Choose at least two stories 

and discuss how Watson’s character is used to explain clues to the audience and to 
enhance Holmes’ intelligence and ingenuity. 


